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                                                Miniature Art Society of 

                                                South Africa
                                                                                       P O Box 29399, SANDRINGHAM, 2131

                                                                                       Tel: 011 640 7128 / 082 581 8642
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
There is something very seductive about holding an exquisite, small work of fine art in the palm of one's hand and being drawn into that minute jewel-hued space.

Man's fascination with painting and sculpting in miniature, creating fine art on a small scale, has manifested itself in many ancient civilizations such as those of the classical world and in the Far East, Byzantium, Persia, India and Western Europe.  

 Today there is an international revival.

OUR AIM
The aim of the Miniature Art Society of South Africa is …..

· To promote and encourage all artists interested in the pursuit of miniature fine art.

· to help each member enjoy and delight in the painstaking delicacy and detail of each brushstroke, and to enter the intimacy of a small space.

· to foster and encourage greater awareness and appreciation of miniature art among artists and the general public.

· to encourage the collection of pieces of fine miniature work.

· to impart the knowledge we possess to all scholars interested in learning how to work in the small.

· to maintain the highest professional standards in our work so that it is in keeping with the tradition of miniature fine art.

WHAT IS A MINIATURE?
Traditionally the only size agreed upon internationally in contemporary miniature art is that the work should be able to be "hand-held".   Subject matter is usually intimate and delicate, being rendered with fine and small brushstrokes in order to accentuate detail.   Vibrant, intense colour is typical in a painting.   The exact sizes, all small, differ throughout the world.   Let our South African Society offer you their following guidelines …..

· A drawing, painting or sculpture must adhere to the one/sixth guide.  This means that a human head approximately 230mm high must be rendered 38mm or less; a rose which is 120mm should be depicted as 20mm or less.  These measurements are acceptable world-wide.

· The OUTSIDE measurement of a framed work may not exceed 170mm x 170mm IN AREA including the moulding of the frame. An image area of approximately 100mm x 100mm is recommended.

· The frame should be narrow enough to embody the spirit of miniaturism and must in proportion to the image.  In a mounted work the moulding should be no wider than 25mm and in an unmounted work, 30mm.  All works under glass must have a mount, or at least, a "slip" to keep the image from touching the glass.   Acid-free materials must be used wherever possible.

· Small subjects which do not   lend themselves to the one/sixth rule must be rendered "in the spirit of miniaturism".  Here the discretion of the selection committee will apply.  Abstract works should be in harmony with the delicate spirit of miniaturism.   Importantly, the signature should be neat and very small.

· Sculpture, which   must be of lasting materials, should fit within a 170mm cube, including the base.

· Prints of any technique must be hand-pulled and of a numbered series.

· No jewellery, crafts or photographic techniques are acceptable.
MEMBERSHIP
Membership   is open to all those interested in works made "in the small".

There is an annual subscription fee for either artist or patron.   The year will run from the beginning of February to the end of the following January.

The Society holds at least one exhibition a year.  Only those paid-up members may submit work for selection and exhibition.

Selection for exhibition is made by a suitably qualified committee, which will provide a brief critique of each unselected work.

Members will receive at least three informative newsletters per year.

When possible, regular meetings, critiques and workshops will be held.   These are particularly organised in order to help and encourage new members.

Members are encouraged to make suggestions as to the running of the society, either to the committee or for inclusion in the newsletter.
- Oils - Acrylics - Watercolour/gouache -

 - Drawing - Coloured Pencil - Pastel - Collage - - Sculpture - Carving - Calligraphy - Interior -

- Land/seascape - Human figure - Portrait -

- Still life - Flora - Fauna - Religious -

· Botanical - Historical -
HISTORY
The Miniature Art Society of South Africa was founded in 1992 at the instigation of Charmian Kennealy, who had participated in Miniature Art Exhibitions throughout America and Canada, and Jeff Sochen whose interest in miniaturism was the catalyst needed to help her.  The first meeting was held in February 1992.  

With miniature art societies, world-wide, reviving the age old art form, it seemed only right that we, in this part of the world, should have a like-minded band of artists promoting and pursuing it.   For many artists the more disciplined and detailed approach of miniature art was a welcome change from the predominantly large and freer paintings in fashion today.

The Society has some 50+ members throughout South Africa.   It has held successful exhibitions in all the main centres of South Africa. We are affiliated to the World Federation of Miniaturists and have participated most successfully in two world exhibitions, England (1995) and Tasmania (2000), where our work was highly acclaimed.   We keep in touch with the fifteen other recognised societies in the world through the exchange of newsletters.

From the start of 2001, the Society's headquarters were at "The Art Place" at 144 Milner Avenue, Roosevelt Park. Members may still purchase drawing pads, fine brushes, polymin and frames from these premises.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
(PLEASE PRINT)
NAME:
ADDRESS:






 Code:


             E-mail: 


 
TELEPHONE:   (Home) Code:





(Work) Code:


 (Fax)   Code:





(Cell):
I wish to become a member and I enclose cash / cheque / direct deposit / EFT (use name as reference) for R140, being the fee for one year's membership from February to next January. This entitles me to enter the Society's exhibitions, attend meetings and receive regular newsletters.
Bank details: Nedbank, Bedfordview, 192505, A/c No. 1970663537
SEND TO:   The Membership Secretary, Miniature Art Society of South Africa, P O Box 29399, Sandringham, 2131, daphnecarew@gmail.com/www.miniatureartsocietyofsa.co.za

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES CONTACT





Daphne Carew 


P O Box 29399


Sandringham, 2131





(011) 640 7128


Cell: 082 581 8642


daphnecarew@gmail.com























